ARTIST STATEMENT – Elisa Hategan
The written word is a powerful manifesto that has the capacity to preserve history, document
personal and social revolutions, and become a voice of self-expression. In my work, I explore
the psychological and emotional imprints rooted in our history, sense of belonging and identity.
I use words, nuances and the musical rhythms of language to create visceral imagery that evokes
concepts of longing, displacement, truth and perseverance.
My choice of subject is fuelled by a passion to partake in the stories that unfold around me. I
am inspired to contrast light and dark while I convey the atmosphere of my dreams. I seek the
unknown and I look for the light within the shadows – the stories that are not obvious at first
glance, the silenced voices of my generation, the common thread that courses through all of us.
My aim is to open a secret door into an unexplored world, to illuminate obscure passageways that lead to an unfamiliar landscape, a
place of curious self-expression, and most importantly a new story.
I am intrigued by the idea that our personal histories exist as an intermingling of myth, memory, dreams and imagination. Just as a
brush stroke can invent or undo illusion, language has the power to divulge or dismantle truth. Therefore, a deeply-felt allegiance to
truth - no matter how ugly or distasteful it may be - is an essential pursuit in my writing.
Punctuation itself becomes an act of defiance. In my art, I look back at an era that has vanished or is currently in the process of
vanishing. My work explores universal themes of memory, time, and the effects of both on an individual’s psyche. I collect
memories like bread crumbs, in the hope that they will lead to greater understanding of our collective past and future.
I believe that history which is forgotten is destined to repeat itself, and I view narrative as a way to link personal history and
collective experience. I aim to channel universal emotions, myths and remembrances to create works that act as both reminder and
preserver of what has taken place.

